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Camp Is Calling… How Will You Answer?

GIRL
TALK
Fall 2017

Check out some neat facts from our 2017 season!
Molly the Polka-Dotted Whale, the
Camp Seven Hills mascot

CAMP SEVEN HILLS

95% of girls’ parents at Seven Hills

said their daughter gained confidence
while at camp.
Camp Seven Hills Parent Testimonials:
“Girls in our family have been attending
Camp 7 Hills for the past 30 years. We
trust the camp leadership and enjoy the
programs offered.”
“This is her third year and loves it. She
chose the program that all her friends
were participating in.”
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Girls from across the council gather
for a Juliette Gordon Low celebration
at Camp Piperwood.

Rochester Troop 60462 visited
the Microsoft Store in the Walden
Galleria Mall for their Digital
Photography Badge!
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“This is the second year she has
attended a resident camp. Each time she
shows a stronger confidence in herself.”

said their daughter gained confidence
while at camp.
Camp Piperwood Parent Testimonials:

“Our daughter loves camp Timbercrest
and will be returning.”
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“My two girls loved Girl Scout camp.
They want to go every week next year.”
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Bernadette the Turtle,
the Camp Timbercrest
mascot
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CEO Remarks
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said their daughter gained confidence
while at camp.
Camp Timbercrest Parent Testimonials:

94% of girls’ parents at Piperwood

“My daughter had an awesome time.
I have not seen her this excited about
a camp in a while!”
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96% of girls’ parents at Timbercrest
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Rosie the Rabbit,
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I would like to take a few moments to address the
recent announcement by Boy Scouts of America that
they would be accepting girls into their membership
starting in their 2018 program year. Here at GSWNY,
we remain committed to and believe strongly in the
importance of an all-girl, girl-led, and girl-friendly
Judy Cranston
environment that we provide, which creates a necessary
CEO
of GSWNY
safe space for girls to learn and thrive. We hear from
girls and their families every day about the value of the
incredible experiences we offer them, including STEM, outdoor, entrepreneurship,
and life-skills programming. And thousands of exceptional Girl Scouts earn their
Gold Award each year. In earning Girl Scout’s highest award, these young women
become Gold Award Girl Scouts by transforming an idea and vision for change into an
actionable plan with measurable, sustainable, and far-reaching impact at the local,
national, and global levels.
The benefit of this type of girl-centered environment has been well-documented
by educators, scholars, and other girl and youth-serving organizations, as well as Girl
Scouts themselves. We are dedicated to ensuring that girls are able to take advantage
of a program tailored specifically to their unique developmental needs. Only Girl
Scouts has more than 100 years of experience helping girls tap into their leadership
potential by reinforcing and extending the skills they learn in school in a supportive,
encouraging environment in which they feel safe to just be themselves. At Girl
Scouts, we are girl experts, and we work every day to help girls develop the courage,
confidence, and character necessary to make the world a better place. Girl Scouts
offers the best leadership development experience for girls in the world, period.
Continued on page 2
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CEO Remarks - Continued from page 1
During this time of thanksgiving, I am truly grateful for the opportunity to help our girls to celebrate and amplify
the incredible power of every G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader)™ in our Movement. Speaking of
leaders, we recently had the opportunity to honor nine Women of Distinction who exemplify the Girl Scout mission
and we honor each of them for their commitment to make the world a better place.
Also, I am proud to announce that 42 girls and adults from our council attended the triannual GSUSA G.I.R.L.
2017 Convention in Columbus, Ohio, in October (see photos below). Our girl and adult national delegates voted on
important Girl Scout business, enjoyed workshops with international speakers, and more. Everyone returned with
even more excitement about the Girl Scout mission.
In closing, as troop season and troop camping opportunities are in full swing, I encourage you to tell a friend
about the joys of Girl Scouting! To join, please visit gswny.org.

G.I.R.L. Convention 2017 in Columbus, Ohio

Women of Distinction
Girl Scouts of Western New York recognized nine honorees at the 2017 Women of Distinction Dinner & Awards Ceremony on Thursday,
September 21, 2017, with special guest speaker Lieutenant Governor, Kathy Hochul. We salute the 2017 Women of Distinction!

SPONSORS INCLUDED: Platinum Level: Timothy M. O’Mara Attorney at Law; Gold Level: Federated Clover Investment Advisors
and Uniland; Media Sponsor: Buffalo Magazine; Silver Level: Arbor Capital Investment – Dubisz Wealth Management,
Delaware North, GEICO, and Key Bank; Bronze Level: Allegra Printing & Hodgson Russ, LLP.
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After-School Programs in Action

Sponsor a girl or program today!

Girl Scouts’ after-school program offers a unique all-girl and girl-led
environment for girls to take the lead! Junior Girl Scouts in troop 35107 at
Southside Elementary School in South Buffalo work on snap circuits and
discuss the principles of electricity by brainstorming the various functions
of circuitry. Girls are enthusiastic about the programming as it prepares
them to work on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)
badge programming and their first, Take Action Project which will focus on
community service. Approximately, ten girls meet at this site and they are
also preparing to grow their cookie business from last year. To be a volunteer
and/or enroll your girl in a Girl Scout troop near you, visit gswny.org.

GSWNY STAFF SPOTLIGHT:

Tuesday, November 28th

To donate visit www.gswny.org/donate

JINA COSTA

Director of Retail and Customer Care
Hometown: Randolph, NY
Hobbies: Spending time with my family – either
at home watching a movie or on vacation at
Walt Disney World. I am happiest most enjoying
time with my family.
Best thing about working at GSWNY: The
opportunity to work for the organization that
provided me with so much as a child means everything to me. The
bonus is getting to know so many awesome people and learning so
much from them.

This global day of giving harnesses the collective power of
individuals, communities and organizations to encourage
philanthropy and to celebrate generosity worldwide. We
believe that when girls succeed so does society.
This year all donations made on Giving Tuesday will benefit
GSWNY’s Girl Opportunity Fund!
This fund ensures that every girl can participate in Girl
Scouting, no matter what. Your gift will provide financial
assistance to cover membership fees, dues, uniforms, or
council-sponsored programs & trips.
Listen to what Abigail, a 2017 Gold Award Girl Scout, says
about what Girl Scouts has given her:
“Girl Scouts has taught me to be a leader among my
peers and also in the community. I have created strong
bonds with my Girl Scout sisters and we have helped each
other in our struggles. Team work is a HUGE part of Girl
Scouts and working with the girls I have strengthened
my communication skills along with my listening ones. In
general, Girl Scouts has taught me to be a better person.
Life is about helping others and doing things that don’t
always just benefit yourselves. We need to give back.”

EVERY GIFT MATTERS!

The girls thank you for your support!

Motto: When you know better, you do better. I’ve learned that
people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but
people will never forget how you made them feel. - Maya Angelou

Wish List
Girl Scouts and Camp Seven Hills were very special to Rita Andolina
and her sister Louise Hochreiter. After Rita’s passing, Louise wanted
to make a donation for items needed at Camp Seven Hills in memory
of Rita. Because of Mrs. Hochreiter, we have been able to purchase
much-needed tents and a selection of pots and pans for Camp Seven
Hills. We thank her for her generous support!
Folks often ask, “What do you need?” so we’re introducing a new Wish
List section to Girl Talk to raise money to purchase these needed items.
Here’s what the girls need at camp:
• 10 4-6 person tents for outdoor camping
• 10 Pots & Pans Sets / Dutch Ovens
• 10 Sleeping Mats
• 10 Pie Irons
• 10 30-Gallon Storage Bins
• 10 Cooking Utensils

$500 each
$50 each
$25 each
$20 each
$10 each
$ 5 each

Donating towards the Wish List is easy! Simply note on your check
which items you’d like your donation to purchase and we’ll take it from
there. If you prefer to give online visit gswny.org/donate and note your
chosen items in the designation section. If you have any questions,
please contact Jerilyn Hickey at 1-888-837-6410 x. 6047 or Jerilyn.
Hickey@gswny.org
Check back in the next issue of Girl Talk for the latest Wish List!
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176 members joined
Family Partnership in 2017!

Remember When

Brought to you by the
GSWNY History & Archives Committee

100% of your donation stays in
our nine-county region.
Family Partnership is a way for Girl Scout
families and members to invest in girls’
futures by financially supporting:
• Financial assistance for camp, books,
uniforms, dues and more
• Programs
• Camp properties
• Volunteer support
• Other critical services

Four local Girl Scouts are helping with
the World War II war effort in this photo
from the 1940s. They collected food,
blankets, and supplies for soldiers.

Calling All Amazon Shoppers
BLACK FRIDAY AND CYBER MONDAY
ARE JUST AROUND THE CORNER!
Last year GSWNY
received $200 from
purchases made by
shoppers just like
you! Wonder what
$200 can do? Four
new Girl Scouts will
receive supplies, a
uniform sash, first
patch and books.
Join the GSWNY Amazon Smile donors to help more girls!
How does it work?
If you make your purchases through the
Amazon Smile portal and choose to support
Girl Scouts of Western New York, a percentage
of eligible purchases will be donated to GSWNY!
This is all at no extra cost to you!
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
You just access it differently! Same products,
same prices, same service. Shop year round
and GSWNY benefits!

To use AmazonSmile for GSWNY go to:
https://tinyurl.com/gswnysmile
Thank you in advance for your participation
in the AmazonSmile program!

Patches are still available!
Special incentive!
If you make a donation of $25.00 or more
you will receive a Family Partnership patch
for each Girl Scout in your home!
Mail your donation to any one of our Service Centers listed on the back
of this newsletter or make your donation online at gswny.org.

On behalf of the girls you have supported,
we say THANK YOU!

Save the Dates
Scholarship Applications: Available NOW on gswny.org
All shops and offices closed for Thanksgiving:
November 23 through November 25, 2017
#GivingTuesday: November 28, 2017
All shops and offices closed for Staff Development Day:
December 8, 2017
All shops and offices closed for the holidays:
December 23, 2017 through January 1, 2018
Cookie season begins: January 13, 2017
Check out the Program Guide at gswny.org
for details and more upcoming programs!
Batavia Service Center
5 Jackson Street, Batavia, NY 14020
Buffalo Service Center
3332 Walden Ave., Suite 106, Depew, NY 14043

gswny.org
1.888.837.6410

Jamestown Service Center
2661 Horton Road, Jamestown, NY 14701
Lockport Service Center
5000 Cambria Road, Lockport, NY 14094
Niagara Service Center (Satellite Office)
1522 Main St., Suite 307, Niagara Falls, NY 14305
Rochester Service Center
1000 Elmwood Ave., Door 9, Rochester, NY 14620

